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no children. In 1843 the young man was or- 
dained a Seventy under the direction of the 
Prophet Joseph. 

At the expulsion of the saints from Nau- 
voo, he, with his wife, mother, sister and 
two brothers. started for the Rocky Moun 
tains, the -father having died previous to 
the expulsion from the city. While the body 
of the Church was on the banks of the Mis 
souri River, word came for 500 able-bodied 
men to go and fight the nation's battles with 
Mexico. Like a true patriot. Mr. Murdock 
turned his charge over to the care of om 


of tis vounger brothers t—mere—ladrand 


volunteered. his services to the country. Be 
ing an excellent hand with cattle, howgver. 
he was exeused from military life and placed 
in charge of the cattle of those who joined 
the Mormen Battalion. He continued the 
journey across the plains. arriving in Salt 
Lake Valley on September 22, 1847, when 
the new home of the saints was less than 
two months old 

In 1849 he was called by President Brig 
ham Young to go back to Green River and 
assıst e saints who were coming to Zion. 
The year 1552 came, and still Mr. Murdock 
was childless. But in the fall of 1852 the 
young man took a second wife. His wife 
Eunice gave her husband the hand of Miss 
Eliza Clark. by whom he had two children. 
He married again, this time taking two 
wives, Jane Sharp and Elizabeth Hunter, 
and in 1858 he married Pernetta Murdock, 


an Indian girl. 

In 1856, President Young called him to 
take his family and assist im settling Carson 
Valley. When word reached President 
Young. in 1857, that Johnstons army was 
on its way to Utah. the Carson Valley set- 
ders were called back to Salt Lake City. In 
the fall of that year he took his family and 
located in American Pork. 

On November 15, 1860. he was ordained 
a bishop under the hands of Brigham Youny 
and sent to preside over the people who 
were locating Wasatch County, and, there- 
fore, was first bishop of Heber. While ac: 
ing in that capacity he served one term as 
representative of the county in the terri 
tesial legislature. In 1807 he, with others. 


was called to settle St. Joe on the Muddy 
Nevada. He remained. there three years, 
when he was released by President Young 
to return home to Provo Valley. While on 


his way home he secured a contract from 
the government for carrying the mail from 
Provo to Echo, via Provo Canyon, and 
continued in this business for a number of 
years. He was a pioneer in every sense of 
the word. always engaged in building up 
new country and making peace with the 
Indians. He had a magnetic influence over 
the redmen, who would always listen to him 

In 1889 he was arraigned before Judge 
Blackburn at Provo for infringement of the 
Edmunds-Tucker law. His first wife had 
died years before, and he was advised to 


marry one of his plural wives and repudi- 
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land, the third daughter of Robert and Ag- 


ate the others. He was a firm believer m 
the principle of “plural marriage, and 
obeyed the principle feeling from the depths 
of his heart it was of God, and no man 
could persuade him to repudiate any of his 
wives, They had been true to him. and he 
could not go back on the sacred promises 
he made with them in the days of their 
youth. He was sentenced to a term of one 
month in the territorial penitentiary for 
unlawful cohabitation. "he aged gentleman 
by this time had fully convinced the judge 
of his honesty. Committal papers were hand- 
ed him and he was allowed to go from the 
courtroom unattended by guard. He went 
back home to visit his family, then went 
down to Salt Lake and presented his own 
committal papers at the penitentiary, was 
taken in, and served out his sentence of one 
month. 

In the days of the Black Hawk troubles, 
Mr. Murdock took a leading hand in set- 
tling the Indian uprisings of those days. 
When Wasatch Stake was organized he was 
made president of the High Council. which 
position he held at the time of his death 
He always manifested implicit confidence in 
Mormonism, even to the hour of his death. 
He was the husband of five wives, the father 
of 32 children. and he had 137 grandchil- 
dren and six great-grandchildren, a total pos- 
terity of 175. so he lived to see the words 
of Patriarch Hyrum Smith fulfilled. to the 
very letter. 


ELIZABETH HUNTER 
MURDOCK 


Elizabeth Hunter Murdock, wife of ! 
seph Stacy Murdock was born on Apri’ 
1839, in Clarkmman, Clackmmanshire 


# 


nes Hunter. The parents enjoyed a happy 
life, except for a difference in their religious 
views. When the Mormon missionaries 
preached the gospel to Agnes, she acepted 
it. but was rejected by her family, partic- 
ulariy two brothers who were Methodist 
ministers. This viewpoint on the part of the 
brothers intrigued Robert, and he investi- 
gated the Church and joined, uniting the 
family religiously. 

Desiring to come to Zion, the Hunter fam- 
ily began saving and planning. Agnes and 
her children came tirst, leaving Robert be- 
hind to dispose of the home and store. They 
sailed on September 4, 1850, from Liver- 
pool, traveling to New Orleans, and from 
there to St, Louis. They settled in a little 
mining town of Gravies to wait for their 
husband and father. But within a year, 
Agnes died, leaving the four children, ages 
16 to 6, all alone. Their uncle, Adam Hunter, 
soon arrived from Scotland, only to bring 
word of the illness and death of the father. 
One of the girls went to Utah with her 
Uncle Adam, and the others later came with 
David Love, who married the oldest of the 
girls. During the trip across the plains, Eliz- 
abeth had to watch over her little brother, 
Jimmy, and care for the family cow. She 
walked the entire distance to Utah bare- 
foot. They arrived in Salt Lake on Au- 
gust 15, 1852. 

Elizabeth found work in a number of the 
homes of the saints, and also renewed a 
friendship with a girl friend from Scot- 
land, Jane Sharp. She and Jane were mar- 
ried to Joseph Murdock on June 11, 1854. 
With her husband and his wives, Jane went 
to Carson. Nevada. on a colonizing mis 
sion for the Church, and then, with the 
threat of Johnston's army in Utah, they 
returned the next year and settled in Amer- 


ican Fork. The families prospered here for 
four years. and in 1860 Elizabeth went with 
her husband to Heber, where he was called 
as bishop. They later went to southern 
Nevada on what was called the “muddy 
mission," to help settle Dixie and start rais- 
ing cotton, 

Elizabeth. and her family had a difficult 
tune in the "Muddy" area. The land was 
hard and untillable, and the food was coarse 
and tasteless. They thought they were in 
Utah. but when it was learned the land was 
in Nevada, and when Arizona also tried 
to claim the land, the settlers were in- 
structed by President Brigham Young to 
settle elsewhere. Elizabeth returned to He- 
ber. where she lived among family and 
friends for the rest of her life. She was al- 
ways active in the Church, and the Relief 
Society was her special joy. She served 
in every ward capacity and was in the 
presidency of the Stake Relief Society, trav- 
eling by carriage and buggy to visit all the 
wards. 

M 75, Elizabeth broke her leg and the 
doctors told her she would never walk again. 
but she mustered up determination and, with 
the help of a crutch, was able to walk every 
where. Her love of cooking and of books 
kept her busy throughout her life. In her 
declining years she sold her home and buit 
an apartment on the side of her daughter 
Anne's home, where she happily lived until 
her ninety-sixth year, dying at home on 


June 11, 1935, 


JANE SHARP MURDOCK 


In Scotland “a wee bonnie lassie,” Jane 
Sharp was born to Nathaniel and Cece- 
lia Sharp on April 13, 1838, in a small town 
called Sterling. 

The father worked in the mines. The 
miners lived in apartments furnished by 
the mine owners. The Sharp family and 
the Hunter family lived across the hall from 
each other and Jane Sharp and Elizabeth 
Hunter became fast friends. This friendship 
lasted all the days of their lives. 

After some years, Nathaniel Sharp con- 
tracted miner's consumption and passed 
away after a long and painful illness, leav- 
ing his wife and children alone. She lator 
married Gibson Condie. The Hunter family 
and the Cecelia Sharp Condie family left 
their native land to come to Zion after ac- 
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CHIEF TABBY 


Joseph Stacy Murdock 


Pioneer - Colonizer - Peacemaker 


Chief Tabby 


Joseph S. McDonald 
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